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OASIS - AT A GLANCE
The Olmstead Rollback: What the
[
Executive Order on
[ [J [ [
Institutionalization Means for Your
o PERCENT OF DOJ CIVIL RIGHTS
Famlly DIVISION LAWYERS WHO HAVE LEFT
SINCE JANUARY 2025
On July 24, 2025, a federal executive order instructed the Attorney ]
S Reported by NPR and confirmed across
General to reverse the judicial precedents and consent decrees that multiple outlets. Federal capacity to enforce
limit institutionalization. Federal enforcement of the right to community Olmstead's integration mandate has been
integration didn't just weaken. It lost most of the people who enforced gutted from the inside, not eliminated by
it. statute.
BY JIM PALASTY - 12 MIN READ - WHAT'S LEFT STANDING, AND WHO
ENFORCES IT NOW
- J

How it works

STEP 1 STEP 2

A federal executive order

targets institutionalization
limits directly

has collapsed separately
An estimated 70 percent of DOJ Civil

Executive Order 14321, signed July 24, :
2025, instructs the Attorney General to
reverse precedents and end consent single case is formally affected.

decrees limiting civil commitment.

What families can do right now

Know the right still
exists

Olmstead remains binding precedent; the EO
doesn't erase it

Document integration
violations

Dates, specifics, and written records,
consistently

Know your state P&A
agency

Disability Rights Michigan (drmich.org) for
Michigan families

Watch consent decree
news

Track whether decrees affecting your state are
challenged

Engage advocacy
organizations

National Disability Rights Network tracks this
nationally

Federal enforcement capacity

Rights Division lawyers have departed
since January 2025, whether or not any

THREE STEPS

STEP 3

The legal right to community
integration itself has not been
repealed

©

Olmstead v. L.C. remains binding
Supreme Court precedent. What's
changed is who has the practical capacity
to enforce it.

THE COMPLAINT FILED THE SAME WEEK
THE NEWS BROKE

Yolanda read the news about DOJ Civil Rights
Division departures the same week her
brother's group home began quietly reducing
his community outing hours, citing staffing. She
filed a detailed, dated complaint with Disability
Rights Michigan directly, rather than assuming
federal oversight would catch it. An investigator
was assigned within three weeks. The outing
hours were restored before the complaint was
even fully resolved.

FEDERAL CAPACITY TO CATCH THIS WAS

GUTTED. STATE CAPACITY, ONCE SHE
USED IT DIRECTLY, STILL WORKED.
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What matters, at a glance

Executive Order 14321, The ADA's integration mandate Federal enforcement capacity has
specifically still stands collapsed

Signed July 24, 2025, titled 'Ending Crime Olmstead v. L.C. (1999) remains binding The American Bar Association's Commission
and Disorder on America's Streets,’" it directs Supreme Court precedent requiring services on Disability Rights has stated the order
reversal of judicial precedents and consent in the most integrated setting appropriate. directly conflicts with Olmstead's integration
decrees limiting civil commitment and The order does not, and cannot, overturn it mandate, even as the DOJ's capacity to
institutionalization. by itself. enforce it has been gutted.

State Protection & Advocacy Documentation is the actual This is a capacity shift, not a legal
agencies matter more now leverage that remains repeal

With federal DOJ capacity diminished, state A clear, dated, written record of any The underlying right to community

P&A agencies like Disability Rights Michigan integration violation is what any remaining integration has not been struck down. What's
become the primary practical enforcement enforcement mechanism, state or federal, changed is dramatically reduced practical
mechanism for integration rights. actually needs to act. capacity to enforce it federally.

BRING THESE - CHECK AS YOU GO

(] Awritten, dated record of any suspected integration violation (] Contact information for your state's Protection & Advocacy
agency
(] For Michigan: Disability Rights Michigan, (517) 487-1755, [J Awareness that Olmstead itself remains legally intact
drmich.org

(] Aconnection to a national advocacy organization tracking this
issue

vour move ) When you're concerned about integration rights, here is what to do

Understand that Olmstead remains binding Supreme Court precedent.
Document any integration violation in writing, with specific dates.

File complaints directly with your state Protection & Advocacy agency.

For Michigan families, contact Disability Rights Michigan (drmich.org) directly.
Track consent decree and precedent challenges affecting your state specifically.

Engage with national advocacy organizations tracking this issue systemically.

@OOOOO

The right hasn't been repealed. The federal capacity to enforce it has been dramatically reduced. Document accordingly, and use the enforcement
mechanisms that remain.

- J
INTEGRATION RIGHTS AND ADVOCACY RESOURCES ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Disability Rights Michigan (drmich.org, formerly Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service/MPAS, Jim Palasty

renamed in 2020), (517) 487-1755, is Michigan's federally mandated Protection & Advocacy agency. Jim Palasty is the founder of OASIS for Autism and a
The National Disability Rights Network (ndrn.org) coordinates the national P&A network and tracks single father of an adult autistic daughter in Michigan.

federal policy affecting community integration enforcement.

Informational only. Not legal or medical advice. Verify current program rules before acting.
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